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Food for Thought 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

 

There was an interesting article in People magazine sometime back. It was about a young man, 18-
year-old Kevin Hines, who, in September 2000, decided to give up his fight with depression by jumping 
off San Francisco’s Golden Gate Bridge. As he paced and cried along the bridge sidewalk, Kevin looked 
for someone who would talk him out of his crazy decision. If even one person expressed concern for him, 
then Kevin was prepared to back down. But not one passerby gave Kevin a second glance, with one ex-
ception – a tourist asked him to take her picture. Not one person, including the tourist, cared enough to 
try to intervene to keep him from killing himself. Finally, Kevin Hines climbed up on the guard rail and 
threw himself 220 feet into the waters below. Miraculously, he survived his jump, although he suffered 
serious injuries. While recovering from his injuries, Hines received some encouraging advice from a visit-
ing priest. He said to Kevin, “You are a miracle. Now go out and save lives.” Eventually, Kevin Hines went 
back to school and has devoted himself to putting the priest’s words into action in his life and in the lives 
of others. The story had a happy ending. Thank God. But it is sobering to read that Kevin would not have 
jumped if only one person had reached out to him. What would have happened if you had been on the 
bridge that day? Would you have intervened to try to save Kevin, or would you have simply passed him 
by?  

Jesus may have answered the question “Who is my neighbor?” in the parable of the Good Samaritan, 
but the question many are asking today is “Who is my friend?” Sounds like a strange question because it 
would appear that the number of “friends” around the world is increasing. Just about anyone can be your 
“friend.” Facebook, the ubiquitous social-networking site, claims to have one billion members worldwide; 
that amounts to one in five people on earth who connects with other people via Facebook. Williamsburg 
UMC recently launched our own Facebook page and as of this writing we have 91 “friends” on Facebook. 
(If you haven’t done so, “like” us on Facebook, you will join a great group of friends.) 

Why the popularity of Facebook?  People long for human connection and interaction. We can deny it, 
but Facebook tells us otherwise. So we get on Facebook and connect every day with people who might 
not otherwise be our “friends.” I am a Facebook member but don’t often actually post a comment. But 
through Facebook I have reconnected with lost friends, primarily from high school and seminary. One – 
who was a supportive friend in seminary in the 1970s – is a pastor in New Jersey. 

There is a greater challenge, however, than just having “friends” on Facebook, and that is to nurture 
deep and profound friendships that might save people like Kevin Hines from jumping off a bridge be-
cause they think no one cares. There is nothing wrong with social-networking sites, but the “friends” 
generated by them cannot generally be construed as anything more than shallow friendships at best. I 
have 90 friends on Facebook – could have more, I suppose – but most of these I do not even hear from, 
and many – after the initial confirmation – have had nothing further to say. Having Facebook friends, for 
some, is simply a number. These networking sites are useful for making connections, but they are not 
the place where deep and profound friendships can be nourished. 

I don't believe there is hardly anything in life that is more valuable than a true friend. With few ex-
ceptions, people everywhere hunger to have friends; I mean real friends, true friends. A hymn we love to 
sing in church is, “What a Friend We Have in Jesus.” Jesus was very explicit about the intensity of his 
love for us. Jesus said, This is my commandment: love each other just as I have loved you. No one has 
greater love than to give up one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command 
you. (John 15:12-14)  I’m sure Jesus is all the friend he’s supposed to be. But I’m less sure about the 
kind of friend I am, or how the church is shaping our friendships with Jesus. I’m pretty sure Jesus desires 
more than an occasional Facebook post. He also warned that not everyone who calls him Lord will enter 
the kingdom of heaven. That would certainly be the ultimate horror: to be unfriended by Jesus! The 
church can certainly help us not only strengthen our human relationships, gifting us with one or two deep 
human friendships, but also fortify our connection with God through Jesus Christ. Liking us on Facebook 
can help to make connections with each other, but being face-to-face with each other in church can help 
strengthen our relationships with Christ and with each other.  That’s food for thought! 



 

Thoughts from Kay 
 

When was the last time you acted selflessly?  Not just helping someone, but helping someone who could 
never return the favor, or perhaps didn’t even know they had been helped?  For the last two months I’ve 
been writing about balance—the importance of centering your life on God, serving others, and caring for 
yourself.  In a nation that values rugged individualism and pulling oneself up by one’s bootstraps, there may 
seem to be little room for completely unselfish giving with no strings attached.  And yet this is part of life that 
Jesus modeled so well for us as Christians.   

Most of us are familiar with the ten commandments, but Jesus gives us a new commandment in John 
15:12  “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.”  What a challenge!   We 
are told to love other human beings with the same love that Jesus did; Jesus who healed, who forgave and 
who was willing to make the ultimate sacrifice.  That’s a tall order! 

To begin serving others as one of the points of balance in life, we must first make certain we are cen-
tered on God and taking enough time to keep ourselves in working order.  Then there are some easy steps to 
take to grow in your faith in service. 

First of all, find something that inspires you and serve that way.  Are you an amazing host, gifted with a 
talent for hospitality?  You could do anything from volunteering at church serving coffee to helping welcome 
women to a domestic violence shelter.  Handy with tools?  How about going on a building mission trip with 
the youth over the summer, or signing up with one of the local organizations that does home repairs for low 
income homeowners?  Got the gift of gab, or a turn for teaching?  Why not sign up to teach a Sunday School 
class or work with a program that teaches literacy skills to adults? 

Secondly, remember why you are serving.  While volunteering usually starts out as fun, sometimes it be-
comes that dreaded word—work.  But you aren’t in this for you!  We are commanded by Jesus to serve oth-
ers, and it deepens our spiritual life when we remain committed to truly living out His love.  In Matthew Jesus 
tells us not to let our left hand know what our right hand is doing when we give to the poor.  In other words, 
it’s not about getting credit, or tooting our own horn, but finding a way to serve God by serving those less 
fortunate. 

Third, recruit and mentor others to continue God’s good work.  Jesus didn’t do everything himself, he 
took disciples with him.  Allowing other people to serve, especially by intentionally developing the talents of 
others, can really grow our service quotient.  No one is around forever, so it’s always better to have a person 
that you are teaching to take over when you no longer want to serve or are able to serve.  Plus, this is the 
way we can make new disciples, which is another important commandment of Jesus.     

 So if summer brings you free time, this is a perfect time of year to examine how you can grow in love 
and service.  Find a way to give of yourself.  And you shall truly be blessed! 

Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the 
deadline for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed 

or neatly printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for gram-
mar, spelling and content.  Please submit by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 

lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  Questions?  Please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org


 

Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
May 2014 – UMW Circle Meetings 

Bad things do happen to good people.  But good people do not have to bear them alone.  
In many cases a Stephen Minister can help by simply being a good confidential listener.  For 
a listening ear, ask one of your pastors to refer you to a Stephen Minister. 

Stephen Ministry 

Olive Casey Circle  – Monday, May 5 at 9:30 a.m. 
in the Church Den.  The project for the day will be 
assembling School Kits for UMCOR. 
 

Clarke/Heritage Circle  – Tuesday, May 6 at 9:45 
a.m. in Room 309.   Mary Jo Bennett will present a 
program on “Human Trafficking”.  Following the 
meeting, members will go to Peter Chang’s for 
lunch. 
 

Friendship Circle  – Tuesday, May 6 at 2:30 p.m. 
in the Chambrel Main Living Room.  Will meet jointly 
with the Jean Craig Circle.  The program will be 
about the Catacombs of Europe (human-made sub-
terranean passageways used for religious practice.  
Please note this one-time change of day and 
time. 
 

Jean Craig Circle  – Tuesday, May 6 at 2:30 p.m. 
in the Chambrel Main Living Room.   Will meet 
jointly with the Friendship Circle.  The program will 
be about the Catacombs of Europe (human-made 
subterranean passageways used for religious prac-
tice).  Please note this one-time change of day 
and hour for these two circles this month. 

Susanna Wesley Circle  – Wednesday, May 7 at 
10:00 a.m. in Room 309.  Rev. Kay Barre’ will pre-
sent a program on “Stress Management”. 
 

Windsor Meade Circle  – Monday, May 12 at 
10:30 a.m. in the Ballroom of Windsor Hall.   We 
will take part in an activity led by Rev. Jeanne 
Forrest, which will put us in “happiness mode.”  In-
stead of having regular Circle meetings during the 
summer months, June, July and August, members 
will visit residents in assisted living and/or skilled 
care, reading to them, taking walks with those who 
are able, taking flowers, and playing games, etc.  
 

Carol Scott Circle  – Tuesday, May 13 at 1:00 
p.m. in the Church Den.  Betty Garrington will pre-
sent a program on “Mother’s Day.” 
 

Sisters in Faith Circle  – Tuesday, May 13 at 7:00 
p.m. in Room 309.  Sandy van Leliveld and Eliza-
beth Foxx were in Honduras at Leonardo’s Home of 
Hope the week of April 7-11 and will be sharing 
memories of their special experience.  We will also 
be putting together Health Kits for UMCOR. 
 

Williamsburg Landing Circle  – Tuesday, May 20 
at 10:30 a.m. at the Williamsburg Landing Main 
Building in the Auditorium (on the kitchen side). 

Important Dates to Remember 
 

Hands on Mission Days - Wednesday, May 14 and Saturday, May 17 

Executive Board Meeting - Monday, May 19 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309  



 

If you ever have a moment, stop 
by our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about 
all the ministries and other activities that you 
or your family may be interested in joining!!  
We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about something 
you see on our website, contact the church 
office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

A Friendly Request 
from the Worship 

Committee... 
 

Until now, the red and black hymnals have been 
placed in the pew racks one behind the other, mak-
ing it somewhat difficult to remove a hymnal when 
preparing to sing. The Worship Committee has been 
discussing how to make hymnal removal easier and 
have come up with the idea that if we display them 
slightly offset from one another, it should make it 
easier for you to take the hymnal out of the rack. 

The Sanctuary Preparation group as well as the 
ushers work hard to make sure the pew rack dis-
plays are neat and attractive. They will now begin 
to display them in this new manner. Please help 
them by leaving the hymnals in this new arrange-
ment when you leave. 

Thank you from the Worship Committee! 

Learning About Prayer 
As mentioned in last month’s “Messenger”, our Church Council has agreed that we 

should become a “Praying Church” by approving the “Covenant for Spiritual Disci-
pline.”  Bishop Cho established this covenant to help create a culture of prayer in the 
Virginia Conference. 

One of the objectives of this Covenant is for our church to be moving toward at 
least 10% of the laity practicing a “one hour daily” spiritual discipline.  These 
Spiritual Disciplines include, for example, intercessory prayer, fasting, centering prayer, 
breath prayer, contemplative prayer and others. 

Intercessory Prayer is one of the most common prayers that we use as we petition for God’s grace to 
be with others whom we love that may be in need of healing, forgiveness or other of God’s graces. 

Learning to pray is a work of a lifetime.  Just as our relationships with other people are nurtured by 
spending focused time listening and speaking, prayer is also a relationship that is about speaking and listen-
ing to God.  Modern Christianity has favored extemporaneous prayer-pouring forth the honest emotions and 
petitions of our hearts.*  Having conversation with God and listening for God to speak to us often is how we 
learn what God wants for us and our church. 

“And in the same way-by our faith-the Holy Spirit helps us with our daily problems and in our praying… 
Romans 8:26 

*Virginia Advocate March 2014 “What are the Means of Grace” 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org


 

Almost There . . .  
I am literally sitting in a pile of boxes. After a frenetic couple of weeks and a visit to the US em-

bassy on Monday last, I’m on the cusp of moving to Williamsburg. Of course, by the time you’re read-
ing this, I’ll be there. My flight is booked, most of the goodbyes have been said and it’s time to take 
the next step in my faith journey. 

Over the 18 years I’ve been in full time youth ministry I’ve seen an awful lot of variety in the way 
churches and people worship corporately and individually. WUMC will be different again, if for no other 
reason than the hymnal is different! There will be familiar hymns and music as well as new.  I’ll proba-
bly take a week or two to learn when to sit and when to stand and other subtleties that make WUMC 
the unique expression of God’s love in action that it is. 

I’ve learned too that when the worship is not in a style I “like”, it’s not about whether I liked it, or 
it entertained me, or whether I got something out of it, but about what I put into it, that worship is 
something you give and not receive, though in giving to God we do receive. Having said that though, 
some styles of worship are more accessible to some people than others. One of my churches in Toton 
has two morning services; one uses the very traditional liturgy (once a month based on the 1663 Book 
of Common Prayer and “olde English” language) and the other is more contemporary with a variety of 
styles through each month. Guess which one gets more families to it….? Different people find different 
styles accessible and when someone finds worship accessible it’s much easier to have the attitude of 
giving in worship and getting involved. 

As I settle in to a new pattern if life and ministry, I’ll also settle in to a new life and style of wor-
ship. Please pray for me in that adjustment. I’ll also ask the question “why” a lot, sometimes about 
common, ordinary things such as “why are you allowed to turn right on red?” and sometimes about 
deeper things – “why do you do ______ that way?”. Asking why is not a criticism, it’s the curious, ea-
ger to learn side of me wanting to know the why and perhaps help you reflect on the why and is there 
a better way to do things, for us, for our youth, for our families, for our congregations and our com-
munities. As we engage with God in worship so we are transformed and empowered to transform the 
community around us. 

 

Andy 

Welcome and Farewell 
It is with great excitement and grateful hearts that Staff Parrish Relations Commit-

tee extends a very warm welcome to Andy Glascott, our new Director of Youth Minis-
tries.  Andy's arrival in Virginia on April 15 from England brings to a close the search 
process that was begun last fall. The search committee read Andy's written applica-

tion, had both a phone and Skype interview with him, and with trusting prayers invited Andy to come for an 
on-site interview weekend in November. The time Andy spent with us solidified our decision that God was 
leading us to ask him to join our WUMC family.  We are confident that as you get to know Andy in the weeks 
and months ahead you, too, will celebrate the new beginning for our youth ministry here at WUMC. 

As we welcome, we also say farewell and God-speed to our Director of Music 
Ministries, Richard Sowers, and his wife, Marla, who will be relocating back to their 
home state of Kentucky in the months ahead.  There will be a reception for the 
Sowers on Sunday, May 18, between worship services.  Lou-Anne Smith has agreed 
to serve as Interim Director of Music from June, 2014, through May, 2015. 

Gwen Hamrick, Chair 
Staff Parish Relations Committee 



 

A Message from Lou-Anne Smith 
 

Today, as I write this article, my last as Interim Youth Director, I have just learned that Andy Glascott will 
be with us on Tuesday, April 15.  This article is due that same day, and so I write to you for the last time in 
this capacity. 

I cannot explain to you what a joy it has been to work with the students of this church.  We have gotten 
very noisy in our play and sometimes in our discussions as well.  They have taught me so much.  The most 
important thing I have learned is that we must make every effort to share the love of Christ with our young 
people.  We must make our church a place where our students feel welcome to take their journey in faith 
with Christ.  We must be a people and a place that makes Jesus accessible to them.  Matthew 28:19 says, 
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” 

How do we make disciples of teenagers if we can’t get them to worship in this building?  How do we 
teach them to obey God’s commandments if they won’t come here?  We must rethink how we do things to 
make this church a place where more teens feel invited to meet Jesus.  What does that 
look like?  I don’t know, but I suspect that all of us “church people” may have to be a little 
uncomfortable to make this place welcoming for our next generation. 

Please pray for Andy, support him in his ministry, and love our kids.  They will replace 
us here.  Or will they have stayed home or gone to a different place to worship?  What will 
we do to make disciples as we were told we should?  Oh, and one more thing,  Jesus says 
at the very end of Matthew 28:20:  “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age.”  When things get changed up, God promises to be with us through every bit of 
it.  Will we trust God in this? 

Farewell to Arms 
As Marla and I prepare to relocate back to Kentucky we want to take this occasion to thank 

each and every one of you, our beloved congregation, for extending your arms of Christian 
embrace to us during these past five years.  

Moving on to the next leg of our spiritual journey we leave Williamsburg UMC with sweet 
memories of the glorious music presented by our choirs and orchestras and the many earnest 
faces that waited patiently for and responded beautifully to this grateful conductor’s gesture. 
Your many acts of kindness are deeply embedded in our hearts. And the love extended by the 
congregation has left an indelible mark of the spirit of Christ as God has revealed in scripture, 
in song, and in our dreams. 

Marla and I want you to know that we will never forget you, that we will always be in-
debted to you. You have shared your love through Christ beyond measure. We have only tears 
of joy to give to each of you as a personal token of our love and appreciation. We pray that 
we will meet again on the road to eternal peace.  

So, with deep sadness and overwhelming joy we say farewell to the arms that embraced 
us here in this place as eager children of God serving God’s people in God’s church. 

 

“Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto Christ forever and ever. Amen.” 
 

Richard and Marla Sowers 



 

A WUMC Covenant Missionary  

— Diantha Hodges 
 

WUMC has a covenant relationship with five missionaries.   This partnership is 
much more than a financial commitment.  It is a dynamic relationship where the 
church and missionary pray for one another and communicate regularly.  Through 
the covenant missionary program, we support the entire United Methodist missionary community. 

Diantha Hodges is one of our Covenant Missionaries.  Serving in South Sudan, Diantha has been a 
teacher and missionary since August 2010. 

As an “Individual Volunteer in Mission” for the United Methodist Church, Hodges has lived and worked in 
Yei, South Sudan, as a health educator.   Her goal in South Sudan is to help prevent common diseases caus-
ing the highest infant and maternal mortality rates in the world.  Working in a program called Safe Birth 
Training, they reach 20 women each month to provide training about safe pregnancy and birth.  Diantha's 
newly printed training manual, “Learning Together About Safe and Healthy Birth” is written in the local lan-
guage and addresses key issues in an effort to save more lives.  She has also been training local midwives. 

Another program led by Hodges is one to assist 20 United Methodist churches to build latrines for their 
churches and schools.  She is also participating in the IMAGINE NO MALARIA Grant, establishing educa-
tional programs to teach the cause and prevention of malaria and how to use the bed nets that UMCOR dis-
tributes and also trying to ensure that the government clinics have enough malaria medicine. 

Diantha says, “Living here [in South Sudan] provides many examples of the stark reality of challenges 
and devastation within human lives: I have not met a person who does not have a story of struggle or trag-
edy, in the present or recent past. And many of them are not directly war related, but perhaps partly a result 
of disrupted families and communities. Besides the tragedies of families being broken up by death, multiple 
marriages that don't work out which leave children and women without support, there is poverty, the chal-
lenges of lack of access to education, terrible roads and communication systems, poor health care.” 

You can follow Diantha on her blog http://www.steveanddianthahodges.blogspot.com/ or email 
her at dianthah@yahoo.com 

Respite Antique Appraisal Gala 
Respite Care’s Antique Appraisal Luncheon fundraiser held in March at Gover-

nor’s Land attracted over 150 guests for a wonderful afternoon of entertainment, 
education, delicious food and camaraderie.  William G. Hodges appraised guests’ 
unique treasures, with one item valued at $45,000! 

Thirteen (13) gift baskets were donated by the following businesses/people:  
Bucktrout, Chambrel, Dominion Village, Fresh Market, Greenfield Senior Living, 
Kiskiack Golf/W&M Baseball/AMF Bowling, La Tienda, Ruth Simpson/Phyllis Lee, 
Serenity Spa/Wild Birds Unlimited, Trader Joe’s, United Methodist Women, Wil-
liamsburg Landing, and Windsor Meade. 

Proceeds from this event are projected at over $4000.  Thank you for support-
ing this critical ministry with your participation/donation!  Special thanks to Mari-
jane Harper, Respite Board Member, for spearheading this fundraiser from con-
cept through clean-up! 

http://www.umcmission.org/Get-Involved/Volunteer-Opportunities/Types-of-Volunteers/Individual-Volunteers/Individual-Volunteers
http://www.steveanddianthahodges.blogspot.com/
mailto:dianthah@yahoo.com


 

UMCOR RELIEF KITS 
Please join the Global Outreach Committee and the UMCOR Kit Committee as we help restock the UMCOR 

warehouse with badly needed health kits.  
 

WHO:   Our whole church family 

WHAT:   500 health kits 

WHEN:   the month of May 

HOW:   Cards will be distributed after church services the 4 Sundays in 
May.  Purchase what is on your card and return it to the church be-
fore June 5.  Place in marked bins in the atrium near the office.       

WHERE:  Assembly day will be June 7 from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. in the Fel-
lowship Hall.  Assembled kits will be transported to Conference in 
June. 

 

If shopping is not convenient for you and you would like to par-
ticipate, you can donate funds by check or cash and the committee 
members will do the shopping.  Checks should be made out to 
WUMC with 'UMCOR kits'  in the memo. 

We would like to send 800 – 900 kits to conference this year 
(health kits, school kits, birthing kits, and layette kits). We will be 
joining Sunday School classes, WUMW Circles, and other groups to 
get to this total.  

Thank you in advance for helping with this ambitious mission. 
 

 Barbara Hamson (259-9782) 

 Terri Morgan (229-2162)  

 Peggy Hook (234-0073) 

Cub Pack 103 

Cub Pack 103 is the third scouting program that Williamsburg United Methodist Church sponsors. At the 
present time, there are approximately 80 boys remaining in the Pack after 21 Webelos crossed the bridge 
into the scouting program. Sixteen of the 21 Webelos joined Troop 103. 

The Pack has a very active program. The boys and their adult leaders spent time at the 
Virginia Aquarium learning about marine life and how to protect the environment. This 
spring, the Cubs will have completed or planned several projects, such as building 
bird houses for the cemetery on Jamestown Road and roadside cleanup in James 
City County. The Pack is seeking service projects on behalf of our church, so 
new ideas are always welcomed. 

Adult volunteers are encouraged for either short or long-term commit-
ments. You may contact Pack Leader Ray Rodrigues or me for information. 

Bob Spencer 
Scouting Coordinator 
spencerlaw@cox.net 

mailto:spencerlaw@cox.net


 

From the Trustees Corner 
 

Spring has officially sprung, and no one is more relieved to see the warmer temperatures than our Board 
of Trustees.  During the first quarter of 2014 we experienced three unexpected snow removals and enor-
mous utility expenses for our church owned properties.  However, looking ahead we wanted to share with 
you upcoming improvements that are now or soon will be underway. 

 

Chiller Replacement 

First and foremost is the long overdue replacement of our large chiller unit.  This chiller provides cooling 
in our Sanctuary and Wesley Hall.  The cost of this major replacement will range between $55,000 and 
$60,000 and will be funded from the Capital Reserve Fund. 

Tree Maintenance 

As you glance around the church parking lot, you will see dead limb removal and some pruning com-
pleted.  This work was completed by Johnny Timbers Tree Service at a cost of $3,500 and will be paid for 
from the Trustee Landscaping Budget. 

Exterior Door Replacement 

In  a partnership arrangement with Respite Care we will be replacing two exterior doors in the Wesley 
Hall/Respite Care Area.  One will be replaced with Respite Care funds and the other from our Trustee Budget.  
This replacement will provide additional security of our building. 

Water Fountain Replacement 

The two water fountains in the Respite Care Area will be replaced with one.  Funding for this project will 
be paid for from the Respite Care budget. 

Sink Replacement 

Two sinks on the third floor of our educational wing in the children’s area will 
be replaced.  The funds for the replacement will come from the Trustee Budget. 

 

Many projects throughout the year are paid for from our budget for proper 
maintenance and repairs that go unnoticed.  We make every possible effort to 
keep our church properties safe, secure, and beautiful within the funds available 
in our budget.  We will keep you posted of our continued progress. 

Adult Sunday School Classes: Studies for May 
You are invited to join a Sunday School class – meeting Sundays 9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 

Fellowship Class (Room 103):  
New International Lessons 

 

The Gathering (Room 103):  
FaithLink material 

  

Searchers Class (Room 171):  
“Ezekiel and Daniel”  

Marvin Willard Bible Class (Room 174): 
“The Way – Walking in the Footsteps  

of Jesus” by Adam Hamilton 
  

Bishop McKendree/ 
World Religions (Room 158):  

Church of Scientology  
 

Christian-Life Connections (Room 309): 
 “Seeing Ourselves in those  

Confronted by Jesus”  



 

Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the  
families of those who have passed away 

during the month of April: 

Cindy Stenger, daughter 
of June Zimmer 

Garden 
Have you ever been to the 

church’s Memorial Garden?  
Williamsburg United Methodist 
Church has a Memorial Garden 
on the southwest side of the 
building (toward the Wesley 
Foundation).  The Memorial 

Garden includes a columbarium for the placement 
of cremated remains in wall niches, each with a 
granite front engraved with the name and birth and 
death dates of the deceased.  The Garden also con-
tains a lovely planted garden area in which cre-
mated remains can be placed in the ground.  A 
plaque on the wall gives the names and dates of 
those whose ashes are placed in the ground.  A 
fountain flows down one wall of the Memorial Gar-
den and a bench provides a peaceful place to sit, 
reflect, and pray. 

Throughout most of Christian history, congrega-
tions have frequently found ways to bury the dead 
or place their cremated remains in or near the place 
of worship.  The WUMC Memorial Garden continues 
that long tradition, providing a serene final resting 
place for those whose earthly life is complete – a 
resting place connected to the church. 

We invite you to visit the Memorial Garden.  
Look for the Memorial Garden table in the Atrium on 
May 18. There will be information about the Memo-
rial Garden available, and members of the Memorial 
Garden Committee will take anyone who is inter-
ested outside to see the Garden.   

If you have questions or are interested in  
knowing more about the Memorial Garden,  

please contact me at the church  
(Helen Casey-Rutland, 229-1771 x357 or  

hcasey-rutland@williamsburgumc.org). 

Estate Planning?   
Remember the  

WUMC  
Endowment Fund 

given in memory of Edgar A. Hastings from 

Memorial Giving  

 Mr. & Mrs. Doug Lord 

 Mr. Fred Langley 

given in honor of The Senior High Youth from 

 Leonard Ringler 

Honorarium Giving  

given in memory of Joyce Payne (mother of Carol 
Brinkley) for new choir music from 

 Ms. Holley Walling 

given in memory of Joyce Hardy Waston (mother 
of Nancy Ward) from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Simpson 

Steve Bowmer 

Al Morgan 

given to the Kees van Leliveld Scholarship Fund 
in memory of Hendrik Kees van Leliveld from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Ken Hook 

given to the Honduras Trip in memory of  
Hendrik Kees van Leliveld from 

 Ms. Diane Fulton 

given in memory of B. Stephen Bowmer, III from 

 Mr. George Britton, Jr. 

 Mrs. Jeanne Gale 

 Mr. & Mrs. Jack Palmer 

 Mr. Stuart Taylor 

 Mr. & Mrs. Carter Cowles 

Memorial 
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It was Thomas Jefferson who said, “I cannot live without books.”  Sadly, there are those who must due to 
lack of resources and access to a library.  Among these were the children at Leonarda’s House of Hope in 
Honduras, however not for much longer.  Thanks to many generous donations for our library’s needed re-
sources, careful budgeting of funds, and additional undesignated gifts, the church library recently was able to 
provide seed money for books to establish a “library” in the newly constructed orphanage in Honduras.  
Shelves are ready and waiting and research is ongoing for books to fill them.  Books are gifts that keep on 
giving.  “When you read to a child, when you put a book in a child’s hands, you are bringing the child news of 
the infinitely varied nature of life.  You are an awakener.”  (Paula Fox)  Thank you for being awakeners and 
opening to these children a world they never could have imagined.  “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 

of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.”  (Matthew 25:40.) 

Thanks also to your generosity, the shelves in our children’s collection 
are already overflowing with a marvelous array of books for the reading and 

listening pleasure of the children in our church family.  As May is Na-
tional Family Month, on display you’ll find books about every member 
of the family.  Find out who is Mamma’s Favorite, meet Sam’s 
New Baby, learn How to Babysit Grandpa and be prepared for a 

surprise in Say Daddy. 
 

“TV.  If kids are entertained by two letters,  
imagine the fun they’ll have with twenty-six.   
Open your child’s imagination.  Open a book.”  

– Author Unknown 

Library News 


